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" Conference theme
Yearning for the Kingdom

"When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your
heads, because your redemption is drawing

ofCadiog

Surely we can say that we who are alive today are living through the
gradual fulfilment oﬁ the events that Jeaus prophesied in Matthew 24,
Luke 2rand Mark 13, as well as those talked about in many other biblical
prophémes Conflicts' ire spreading throughout the world and there is
increasing political, financial and social turmoil. Just as the Bible
prophesies, Jews are returning to the land of Israel and rebuilding the
nation. Along51de this; theﬂél}ﬂls ‘being proclaimed through the

world. In spite o r f: y Christians are unable to discern
the;gi 3 ar's Conference we will be
investigati subjects con - with this theme. Based on
Scripture, w. ns;dliving in the times will learn to notice and
pay attention to the signs of the age, discern their meaning and live by
faith in the light of Christ's second coming as we yearn for His Kingdom.
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Where did we come from?
B4 AItEsE 1:26~28 Genesis 1:26-28
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B> EINTISELTVSDDD,
Where are we going?
B4 O—V¥Z 8:18~21 Romans 8:18-21
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( SESSION in English on Fri. & Sat. Gospel t.ruth. These verses tell us why Pgu! and many\
by Dr. Daisuke Okada other faithful men and women spent their lives
L Lo suffering for the sake of the Gospel. Our goal and
} ) desire is to see ourselves being confident and

The year 2017. is an important Vsl committed to this timeless and wonderful Gospel with
for all true believers of Jesus Christ, complete confidence as we carefully understand the
since it marks the 500th year of the words of Paul.

Protestant Reformation. God used
men who were convicted,

In our second session, we will look at Romans 8:26—

convinced, and converted by the 39, which in a conclusion of the first section of the
) true GOSp?l f’f Book of Romans. After explaining in
Jesus Christ to recover Christian details about the Gospel truth in the

faith. As we stand 499 years later,
the Protestant churches today are
having an identity crisis. Various
waves of socio-cultural pressures
and doctrinal confusions have
caused many churches to lose sight

previous chapters, Paul provided his
readers three unparalleled reasons why
believers’ glory is completely secured. For
those who believe in Jesus, the truths
contained in these verses are worth so
much more than any earthly treasures. It
of the truth of the Gospel. The reveals the work of the Triune God in the
foundation upon which the dac lives of the believers, produces confidence
Protestantism is built upon is being in our future, and provides biblical
shaken right in front of our eyes. perspective for the present life.
Understanding this wonderful section of the Scripture
will certainly change the way you view and live your

Therefore, it is imperative for all true believers to

stand firm on the truth of the Gospel and to live in lives.

light of this Gospel truth. To do so, there is no better

place than to look at the passages that changed the life Pararell to the main sessions on Friday and Saturday
of a man who was perhaps most influential for the morning, two Bible studies with Dr. Daisuke

reformation. In our first session, we will examine Okada will be held for Non-Japanese speaking people.

closely the declarations of Paul’s confidence in the (Their will be no translation for the main sessions on
Gospel from Romans 1:16-17. These verses brought Friday and Saturday mornings.)
the Reformers to the realization and reclamation of the /
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Steps of
Christian life

Daisuke Okada

President of Japan Bible
Academy

Profile: Dr. D.Okada

After graduating
seminary, Daisuke served
as an associate pastor at a
church in Osaka for 12
years and as an academic
dean at a training center
for 10 years . His passion
to preach and teach the
Word of God led him to
begin a new training
ministry called Japan
Bible Academy in 2013,
while he was pursuinﬁ his
doctorate degree at The
Master’s Seminary. He
currently lives 1nr¥okyo
with his wife and 4
children.
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33rd EUROPEAN-JAPANESE
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE

HOSTED BY
JAPANESE EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN SWITZERLAND
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Surely we can say that We who are alive today are living through the
gradual fulfilment of the eventsithat Jesus prophesied in Matthew
24, Luke 21 and Mark 13, as well as those talked about in many other
biblicaliprophecies. €onflicts are_spreading-throughout the world
and there is increasing political, financial and social turmoil. Just as
the Bible prophesies, Jews are returning to the land of Israel and
rebuilding the nation. Alongside this, the Gospel is being proclaimed
through the world. In_spite of these clear facts, many Christians are
unable to discern the signs of the present age. At this year's
Conference we will be investigating three subjects connected with
this theme. Based on Scripture, we Christians living in the end times
will learn to notice and pay attention to the signs of the age, discern
their meaning and live by faith in the light of Christ's second coming
as we yearn for His Kingdom.

Saturday afternoon
seminar

Pre-Conference

By SLIM (Servant Leaders In Bib
Ministry) Conference

Session 1
27.7(Wed)
19:30-21:30
Where did we come from?
Genesis 1:26-28

Session2
28.7(Thu)
9:30-11:50
Where are we going?

Romans 8:18-21

Steps of
Chri:t':an life
Daisuke Okada

President of Japan Bible
Academy

Rev. Kenichi Nakagawa
With English and German translation

Guest Speaker

Rev. Kenichi Nakagawa,
founder and president of
Harvest Time Ministries,
Japan, was born in Japan
in 1947. He graduated
from Hitotsubashi
University in Tokyo in
1970 and spent six years
as a businessman until the
Lord called him to full-time ministry.
Rev. Nakagawa earned an M.Div.
degree from Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois
and returned to Japan in 1979 to
pioneer a church in Tokyo. He began
Harvest Time Ministries in 1986 and it
has since become the producer of
Christian television programming in
Japan. He and his wife, Fumie, have
four children.

Profile: Dr. D.Okada

After graduati
. Daisuke served

as an associate pastor at a
church in Osaka for 12

years and as an academic
dean at a training center
for 10 years . His passion
to preach and teach the
gord of God led him to
nné.ls’nUy called Japan
Blble Acadmny n 201 3

while he was pi

doctorate degree at fﬁ

Mast
currei(tl; lives in *okyo

with his wife and 4
children.




A summary of the Message

Session 1 Pastor Hiroshi Yabuki (Japanische Evangelische Gemeinde Frankfurt)
Your young men shall see visions, and your old men dream dreams
Acts 2:14-21

The decent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is the beginning of the End Times.

The Holy Spirit will guide the Church at the End Times to hear the word of God and distinguish
the things of the Time.The Church will then powerfully proclaim the Gospel of hope; “everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” by the help of the Holy Spirit.We’d like to learn
what it means to “eagerly wait for the Kingdom of God” from the preface of Peter's sermon. J

Session 2 Rev. Nobuyuki Uchimura (Milan Praise Church) j

The Lord" s Prayer "Your Kingdom Come"
Luke 11:1-4

The central phrase of the Lord"s prayer is "Your kingdom come." But what does this actually
mean?Many people think Christianity teaches that when we die, our spirits leave our bodies and
go to heaven to be with God for ever. However, this is not the final hope that the Bible gives us.
| would like to look into the Lord"s prayer and make clear the Bible s teaching on this subject. )

\

Session 3 Rev.Hiroyuki Ando (Japanese Evangelical Church of Munich)
"The landowners promise"
Matthew 20 : T~16

| am sure you all know the parable of the vineyard in Matthew 20. Although the workers were

hired for different lengths of time, they all received the same wages. Are we like those who

worked from early morning and felt they deserved their wages, or are we like those lucky ones
who received a whole day s wage even though they only worked from 5pm? We want to learn
from this parable more about the values of the kingdom we are longing for. J

: Session 4 Rev. Katsutaro Kawai (Romania, Transylvanian Christian Fellowship) \
The rapture: Second coming and New Jerusalem (last temple).

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 and 1 Corinthians
The rapture: an event (passive incident) that will happen to Christians, i.e. those who are in
Christ. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 Corinthians
Jesus’ intervention as God in second coming. Revelation 19: 11-16
The study about the New Jerusalem (last temple). Successive temples up to that time: Moses’
tabernacle, David’s tabernacle, Solomon’s temple and Herod’s temple. However, in regard to the
appearance of the last temple, what is written at the end of the Bible? J

(" Sunday Worship  Rev. Martin Meye

Realization of the Kingdom

Revelation 19:11~16

We can find many prophecies about the Second Coming of Christ in both the Old and New
Testaments, but Chapter 19 of the Book of Revelation probably expresses it in the clearest
terms. This passage focuses on the victory and glory of Jesus Christ as well as His authority as
Judge. In particular, we learn from the passage about 1. the seven signs of the Second Coming
of Christ, 2. the four names of Christ used at His Second Coming, and 3. the expectation and
glory of His Church. The theme of this conference, "We wait for the Kingdom to Come,"
| expresses the spiritual attitude of the Church. To put it differently, it means "We wait for the Return of our Lord."
| Let us learn from the passage how to apply its message to our daily life and relate it to our spiritual life as we wait
for His Return. j

I (Japanese Evangelical Church of Switzerland)
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confusing.

2. Historical transitions in each theory

3. A biblical investigation of each theory

Special lecture on "The Historical Changes in the Doctrine of the Millennial
Kingdom" by Pastor Kenichi Nakagawa of “Harvest Time Ministries .

To be honest, there are so many different opinions about eschatology, it"s really very

This time | would like to deal with the following points:
1. The content of Pre-, Post-, and A-millennialist theories

_J

a SESSION in English on Fri. & Sat. .
| by Dr. Daisuke Okada

The year 2017 is an important year
for all true believers of Jesus
Christ, since it marks the 500th
year of the Protestant Reformation.
God used men who were convicted,
convinced, and converted by the
true Gospel of Jesus

Christ to recover

Christian faith. As we stand 499 years

later, the Protestant churches today are :’?r A Paul provided his readers three unparalleled
having an identity crisis. Various waves QS ; reasons why believers’ glory is completely
of socio-cultural pressures and doctrinal ? 7 "\ secured. For those who believe in Jesus, the

confusions have caused many churches
to lose sight of the truth of the Gospel.
The foundation upon which the
Protestantism is built upon is being
shaken right in front of our eyes.

&

Therefore, it is imperative for all true believers to
stand firm on the truth of the Gospel and to live in
light of this Gospel truth. To do so, there is no
better place than to look at the passages that
changed the life of a man who was perhaps most
influential for the reformation. In our first session,
we will examine closely the declarations of Paul’s
confidence in the Gospel from Romans 1:16-17.

These verses brought the Reformers to the realization\
and reclamation of the Gospel truth. These verses
tell us why Paul and many other faithful men and
women spent their lives suffering for the sake of the
Gospel. Our goal and desire is to see ourselves being
confident and committed to this timeless and
wonderful Gospel with complete confidence as we
carefully understand the words of Paul.

In our second session, we will look at Romans 8:26-
39, which in a conclusion of the first section of
the Book of Romans. After explaining in details
about the Gospel truth in the previous chapters,

truths contained in these verses are worth so

much more than any earthly treasures. It

reveals the work of the Triune God in the lives

of the believers, produces confidence in our

future, and provides biblical perspective for the
present life. Understanding this wonderful section of
the Scripture will certainly change the way you view
and live your lives.

Pararell to the main sessions on Friday and Saturday
morning, two Bible studies with Dr. Daisuke Okada will be

held for Non-Japanese speaking people. (Their will be no
translation for the main sessions on Friday and
Saturday mornings.)
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The Reasons why | attend the Tsudoi every year
Kjell Arne Brunn
Oslo JCF

My name is Kjell Arne Brunn from Oslo JCF, Norway
and | am the husband of Mayumi Igarashi. This was
the sixth time | attended the Tsudoi and
I've got to know quite a few other
attenders by now. My wife suggested |
write this feedback for the conference.

(To give you a little background
information, | come from Nesodden, a
peninsular in the south of Oslo. My
parents became Christians through the
Norwegian Pentecostal church and |
also believed in Jesus in my teens.
Until | married my wife, | had absolutely
no connection with Japan.)

| can still remember my first Conference (Tsudoi) in
2011. | had heard of it from my wife, but - to be
honest - | was still a little nervous about attending.
However, | was happy when old friends of my wife

IDBEEVNCSHILTLDIESH
Ex)l:-7P—xR (ES—R) FIL—2
#+20JCF

JIIz—, AROICFASSIMDE =)L 7 —
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. EVWTWVWET,
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N, AZODEICHZD¥EE. *—
V—FTYHETY, mEHEIARYT I
ATROMTOBE=RICENMIN Y U X
Fr ko, b RO,

AIRAEEZIFANE U, FET S
FT. BRAEDDBMADREELHBHDHEREATL
e )

MWHTHEW (201 15F) O2EiFSTHLL
BATWET, ENSHER>EVWTWERLED. E
B. BRLUTWE UTco EZENSH > TLWD AR
ENELMIIFTLREED EBEULLBWEL, &

spoke with me, and surprised at how many
Japanese Christians there are in Europe.

As you all know, unfortunately | cannot understand

Japanese. Even my wife asked me why | attend the

Conference each year! The first reason is that | learn
so much from the seminars.

The language is a handicap, but with
outlines in English or other languages, or
with translation by my wife or other
people, | am still able to follow the
content of the seminars and learn from
them. Even though my English is not
very good, | can still enjoy fellowship
with many Japanese Christians, which
makes me very happy. Some of the
melodies of the praise songs are the
same as in Norwegian and so | can worship along
with everyone else.

I loved the atmosphere of this year's Conference so
much. The more | meet the other attenders, the
closer | feel we become. | hope to attend again next

e BRAZ U RF v N ARICTESSAI—
Ov/NicWBdEWSZEHEET L,
HFESASELDERD., FAFEZBLSHEE
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HIAE—BICEEZSI ST VR
ED
CDEVDOFHEINE THIFEITHRD
FUlo, £l #BIAIRMAMELEEEVWT S55
IC. HEICANTWZEWTWEEWSBEUN L E
9o KE, BEREE, FsMULTVLWELWTT,
ES32LBUKBEVWLEY, (HABR - - At+E
B5)
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Eine erfolgreiche Arbeit

Gunter Fredrich
Rellinger Kirche

Die 33. ,,Europa-Konferenz fur
japanische Christen® in Zavelstein
war auch fur nicht japanisch
sprechende Teilnehmer ein
Gewinn. Als sehr hilfreich
erwiesen sich dabei die
SimultanUbersetzungen der
Vortrage Uber Kopfhorer ins
Englische und sogar ins Deutsche. Die
schriftlichen Zusammenfassungen in diesen
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Sprachen erlaubten es, sich spéater in Ruhe
und im eigenen Tempo mit den Inhalten zu
beschéftigen. Vielen Dank den Organisatoren
dieser Konferenz fir ihre erfolgreiche Arbeit!
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1 A particular highlight

Attila Weyland

“ Japanese Evangelical Church Switzerland
|

This was the first time at Eurotsudoi with

my family. | enjoyed the conference in

general and the many sessions from so

different speakers.

The simultaneous translation into German/

English via headphone was very helpful to me as
. | am not fluent in Japanese.

— e —— = —
A particular highlight was the session from Mr.

Okada which was given in English. Also interesting
to me was the exchange with other spouses to
Japanese.
Our daughter very much enjoyed the fantastic
program in children school.
| think we will continue to attend the

conference and | would be very glad, if the
simultaneous translations will be offered also at
next year’s conference.Maybe even sessions in
English are again possible.Thanks and kind regards
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Die Japanische Europa-Konferenz 2016 ist nun schon
Vergangenheit. Im Ruckblick kann ich nur sagen: "Ich
bin so dankbar, dass ich auch dabei sein konnte". Ein
Grund fur meine Dankbarkeit war, dass ich den
Versammlungsort kannte und dass die Reise nicht so
weit war.

Ich habe mich auch besonders gefreut, dass die
Konferenz im Haus Felsengrund stattfand. Dieses Haus
wurde namlich von Dr. Wasserzug und seiner Frau
gegriindet. Sie waren auch die Griinder der Bibelschule
Beatenberg in der Schweiz, an der
ich vor vielen Jahren die Bibel
studieren durfte.

Ich freute mich sehr, als ich an der
Wand des Lesezimmers im Haus
Felsengrund die Portraits dieser
beiden hochgeschatzten Lehrer
sah. Mein Herz wurde mit Dank
erfullt in der Erinnerung an das
grosse Werk, das sie erfiillt
haben.

GO UNGTSTIIIme Es war dort in der Bibelschule

Wasserzug Beatenberg, als Gott mir klar
machte, dass ich Seine Missionarin werden sollte.
Etwas spater gab er mir auch noch die Gewissheit, dass
ich in Japan Gottes Liebe weitergeben sollte.

Und nun, fast 60 Jahre spater, sass ich hier im gleichen
Haus Felsengrund und sang mit ca. 280 Japanern
japanische Loblieder fir Jesus! Das hatte ich mir damals
auch im Traum nicht vorstellen kénnen.

Weiter oben schrieb ich von "einem Grund" fir meine
Dankbarkeit. Aber es gab noch mehr Griinde: in dieser
33. Europa-Konferenz durfte ich auch reiche Nahrung
fur Leib und Seele erhalten. Von nah und fern waren
Gottes Boten gekommen, die uns mit vielen Botschaften
im Glauben starkten und ermutigten.

Da unter den Konferenzteilnehmern auch viele Profi-
Musiker waren, wurden unsere Herzen auch berihrt von
wunderbarer Musik. Als wir gemeinsam das Halleluja
von Handel sangen, dachte ich: "Das ist ein kleiner
Vorgeschmack vom Himmel!"

Die schénste Freude kam am Schluss der Konferenz,
als wir erfuhren, dass ein Teilnehmer (vielleicht waren es
sogar mehrere?) dort Jesus, den "Felsengrund” (das
Fundament) fiir sein Leben gefunden hat.

Deshalb mochte ich noch einmal Gott fir diese
Konferenz "danke" sagen - aber auch allen Briidern und
Schwestern, die mit bewundernswertem Einsatz zum
guten Gelingen beigetragen haben.
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Eine Vorfreude auf das nachste Treffen

Achim Huwe
Nord -Deutsche JCF

Ruckblickend auf das 33. Euro-Japan. Christen-
Treffen empfinde ich nachwirkende, groBe Freude
und Dankbarkeit:

Die Beschéftigung mit dem Bibelwort ,Wenn ihr
seht, dass dies alles geschieht, so wisst, dass das
Reich Gottes nahe ist* (Lk. 21, 31) sowie mit der
Offenbarung des Johannes haben mich tief
beriihrt; denn erstmalig konnte ich mich mit
der Thematik von der Wiederkunft Jesu,
der Zeit der Tribsal, dem 1000-
jahrigen Reich sowie der Auferstehung
der Toten auseinandersetzen. Die vier
Vortrage von Rev. Nakagawa sowie jede
der darauf abgestimmten, nachfolgenden
Predigten sprachen mich an und erweiterten
meinen Kenntnisstand.

Dass die entsprechenden Texte in deutscher
Sprache jeweils vorab auslagen, hat die nachhaltige
Wirkung eines jeden Vortrages ebenso gesteigert
wie die simultane Ubersetzung. All denen, die im
Vorfeld sowie jeweils aktuell bei diesen
Ubersetzungen mitgewirkt haben, méchte ich auf
diesem Wege sehr herzlich danken. Es sind damit
MaBstabe geschaffen worden, von denen ich mir
winschen wirde, dass sie auch bei den néchsten
Meetings gehalten werden kénnten.
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Was neben den vielen groBartigen Beitragen,
insbesondere auch von Dr. Okada, dem ich gerne
noch ein weiteres Mal zuhéren méchte, nachwirkt
und eine Vorfreude auf das nachste Treffen in
Leipzig ausldst, sind natlrlich die zahlreichen
persoénlichen Begegnungen und Gesprache mit den

Schwestern und Bridern im Herrn.
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Seelischen und geistlichen Gewinn

Ansgar Kleiner
Japanische Evangelische Gemeinde Stuttgart

Auf diesem Wege mdchte ich mich bei Dir und der
ganzen Schweizer Japanischen Gemeinde fir die
umsichtige und bis ins kleinste Detail liebevoll
durchdachte Organisation der diesjéhrigen 33.
Europaisch-Japanischen Christen-Konferenz
bedanken.

Die Wahl des Ortes sorgte bereits flr eine
friedvolle, harmonische und entschleunigte
Atmosphére, der sich niemand entziehen konnte.
So war es vom ersten Moment an mdglich, sich voll
und ganz auf die hoch interessanten Vortrége der
Pastoren und Missionare zu konzentrieren.

Besonders hervorheben méchte ich in diesem
Zusammenhang, dass es mir als begleitendem
Ehepartner und Nicht-Japaner erstmals in vollem
Umfang méglich war, an dieser Konferenz
vollwertig teilzunehmen. Es waren fur mich nicht
nur, wie Uberwiegend zuvor, ein paar Urlaubstage,
an denen ich mal
nicht, wie im
Geschéft dauernd zu
reden hatte und mich
der korperlichen
Erholung hingeben
konnte, es war vor
allem eine
erfrischende
Erholung fur Geist
und Seele.

Natulrlich war und ist es nach wie vor eine
Konferenz fiir japanische Christen. Und doch gibt
es eben zunehmend gerade bei l&dnger in Europa
lebenden Japanern Ehepartner/innen, die des
Japanischen nicht oder nur wenig méachtig sind.

Auch bei friheren Tagungen wurde darauf zum Teil
schon Rucksicht genommen. Doch zum ersten Mal
konnte sich die ,nicht japanische Gruppe® als
vollkommen einbezogenes Teil der Gemeinschaft
fuhlen. Zu allen Predigten gab es hervorragende
deutsche oder englische Zusammenfassungen,
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dazu noch Live-Ubersetzungen, tberdies eine ganz
eigene Vortragsreihe mit Pastor Dr. Okada, die bei
allen Teilnehmern groBen Anklang fand.

Auch die Aufteilung der Kleingruppen war sehr gut,
ermdglichten sie doch nahezu jedem in seiner
Muttersprache teilzunehmen, was fur eine ganz
neue und positive Art der Gespréchsfuhrung
sorgte. Ich gebe zu, fir mich war es bisher meist
eher unangenehm, an solchen Runden
teilzunehmen,
einfach weil es oft
am letzten
Versténdnis
haperte, was dann
auf Dauer eben
sehr anstrengend
war. Dieses Mal
bin ich erstmals
gerne in die
Kleingruppe
gegangen, die so auch ihren Sinn, Gehoértes zu
vertiefen und ganz zu verstehen, fir mich in Ganze
erfullte.

Dartber hinaus bin ich natirlich sehr dankbar, dass
ich mich auch dieses Jahr wieder bei dem, was mir
sehr am Herzen liegt, einbringen durfte, der
Verherrlichung Gottes in der musikalischen
Gestaltung. Ich danke allen, die Uber meine
sprachlichen Defizite dabei hinweghdéren, denn ein
Mittun ist mir hier Gberhaupt erst moglich, weil mir
meine liebe Frau alle japanischen Texte in
romischen Buchstaben vorschreibt. Aber egal, ob
ich hier nun jedes Wort textgetreu verstehe, ich
singe mit groBer Freude mit und genieBe jede Note
aus vollem Herzen.

Ich wirde mich sehr freuen, wenn Eure

Anstrengungen, allen Teilnehmer/innen die gleiche
umfassende Teilnahme zu ermdéglichen, Vorbild fur
die nachsten Organisationen werden.

Dir und der ganzen Schweizer Japanischen
Gemeinde nochmals ganz herzlichen Dank, es
waren eindrucksvolle Tage, die eben erst durch
Eure umsichtige und herzliche Betreuung und
Organisation fir jeden zum seelischen und
geistlichen Gewinn werden konnten.
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